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THE BOLD NEW AGE
Introducing the All-NEW ISUZU D-MAX. Our Boldest Pickup yet.
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MAC EAST AFRICA LTD

Plot 11 Old Portbell Road Industrial Area 
P.O. Box 24625  Kampala Uganda

Tel:+256 (0) 414 252 810/1/2/3, +256 (0) 706 605 550
info@macuganda.com / ahmed_sobhi@macuganda.com



Experience 
ultimate viewing 
with our Isuzu trucks

MAC EAST AFRICA LTD

Plot 11  |  Old Portbell Road  |  Industrial Area  |  P. O. Box 24625 Kampala  - Uganda
Tel: +256 (0) 414 252 810/1/2/3  |  www.macuganda.com  

Elevate Your Safari Experience with 

Our Ultimate Game Drive Vehicle! 

 



MINISTRY OF 
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THE REPUBLIC OF UGANDA

Tourism and Peace

The Board of Directors, Management and STAFF OF MINISTRY OF TOURISM, 
WILDLIFE, and Antiquities join with the rest of the World to celebrate the 

International Tourism Day 2024.

We remain committed to developing and promoting Tourism, Wildlife and 
Cultural heritage resources for enhancement of Uganda as a preferred tourist 

destination, with accelerated sector contribution to the National Economy.

HAPPY INTERNATIONAL TOURISM DAY  2024

H.E. Gen. Yoweri Kaguta Museveni,

President of Uganda

Hon. Mar琀椀n Mugarra Bahinduka,
Minister of State Ministry of 

Tourism Wildlife & An琀椀qui琀椀es

Hon. Col. (Rtd) Tom R. Bu琀椀me,
Minister of Tourism Wildlife & 

An琀椀qui琀椀es

Mrs. Doreen Katusiime,

Permanent Secretary Ministry of 

Tourism Wildlife & An琀椀qui琀椀es
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The 2024 Interna琀椀onal Tourism Day calls us to realize the need for 
our deliberate individual contribu琀椀on towards the general growth 
and development of the sector. For any country to thrive in terms 
of achieving its strategic development goals, whether long term or 
short term, as a ma琀琀er of fact, peace must prevail. By law, every 
ci琀椀zen has the preroga琀椀ve to observe, maintain, promote peace 
and advocate for it where need be. A peaceful environment is a 
perfect recipe for a琀琀aining economic prosperity resul琀椀ng from the 
exploita琀椀on of the various opportuni琀椀es within the Tourism Sector. 

The Pearl of Africa Magazine is dedicated towards  the promo琀椀on 
of Domes琀椀c Tourism in Uganda through print media and online 
services. The magazine is a pla琀昀orm for the various players and 
stakeholders to exhibit, adver琀椀se and create awareness of their 
products and services. 

Uganda, the Pearl of Africa as described by Sir Churchill Winston 
is home to various natural wonders that many of us have not taken 
keen interest in or have just taken them for granted. Therefore, 
Landmark Magazine in partnership with the Ministry of Tourism, 
Wildlife and An琀椀qui琀椀es would like to work towards changing 
this narra琀椀ve through this Magazine (also accessible via the 
Ministry website) and other similar publica琀椀ons. During  his visit 
to Uganda in 1907, Winston Churchill  was amazed by the natural 
magni昀椀cence in terms of biodiversity and unfathomable beauty in all 
aspects, something many Ugandans have not appreciated. However, 
we believe that trough public awareness the Tourism Sector is 
des琀椀ned for greater heights and exponen琀椀al opportuni琀椀es and 
this journey can be made easier if we all in our individual capacity 
contribute towards its success.

Excellence is our pride

Editors Remarks

TOURISM DAY 2024
International

Theme: Tourism and Peace
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“吀栀e Pearl 
of Africa”

U
ganda is a landlocked 

country geographically 

located along the Equator 

in the East African region 

with a popula琀椀on of 
approximately 45 people. The Pearl of 

Africa as 昀椀rst described by Sir Winston 
Churchill due to its natural stunning 

beauty, is highly ranked among the top 
world tourism des琀椀na琀椀ons. Uganda’s 
beauty is seen from the mul琀椀ple hills & 
valleys, mountains, forests, lakes, rivers, 
waterfalls, vast savannah grasslands, a 
wide range of biodiversity coupled with a 
diverse Cultural heritage and hospitable 
people.

 

In recent years (post Covid-19), the 
Tourism Sector has experienced signi昀椀cant 
growth with a remarkable over 25% 
increase in tourism arrivals by the 昀椀rst 
half of 2024. The growth is a琀琀ributed 
to a number of contribu琀椀ng factors 
such as investment in tourist a琀琀rac琀椀ons 
& facili琀椀es, resurgence in wildlife 

popula琀椀on as a result of strong 
conserva琀椀on measures and 
ini琀椀a琀椀ves among others.

This year’s World Tourism Day theme 
‘Tourism and Peace’ resonates well 
with the core principals of the NRM 

Government led by H. E Gen. Yoweri 
Kaguta Museveni, President of the 
Republic of Uganda. Since his 昀椀rst 
inaugura琀椀on in 1986, the President has 
been the chief ambassador for peace 
in Uganda and the East African region. 

Therefore, a great deal of the success in 
this sector is a琀琀ributed to his steadfast 
leadership which was once again exhibited 
in the way he managed the Convid-19 

pandemic. 

Tourism is now a very fast growing 

and priori琀椀zed sector of the economy 
contribu琀椀ng over Usd1.6bn to foreign 
exchange earnings, employment and 
livelihoods for Ugandans. The Ministry of 

Tourism, Wildlife and An琀椀qui琀椀es urges all 

Ugandans to conserve and protect the 

environment, promote peace and stability, 
invest and develop the a琀琀rac琀椀ons and 
make Uganda the preferred tourist 

des琀椀na琀椀on. Our individual contribu琀椀on 
is what we need to propel signi昀椀cant 
transform in the lives of our people as 

well as a琀琀aining Uganda’s Vision-2040 
of transforming Uganda into a middle-

income country. 

I would like to wish all Ugandans a happy 

World Tourism Day 2024 and may we all 
be Peace ambassadors, a key ingredient 
necessary for the growth of the Tourism 

Sector. 

Doreen S. Katusiime

Permanent Secretary, Minister of 

Tourism Wildlife and An琀椀qui琀椀es

MINISTRY OF TOURISM WILDLIFE, AND ANTIQUITIES. 

P.O Box 4241 Kampala, Rwenzori Towers 2nd 昀氀oor, plot 6 Nakasero Road, Kampala uganda.
Telephone: +256200780400. 琀琀wi琀琀er,@MTWAUganda Email:info@tourism.go.ug website:www.tourism.go.ug
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HER EXCELLENCY THE VICE PRESIDENT 
ON INTERNATIONAL TOURISM DAY, 2024

I 
salute all stakeholders in the tourism sector on this 

year’s Interna琀椀onal Tourism Day and thank them for their 
invaluable contribu琀椀on to the development of Uganda’s 
tourism. Since the UN Tourism General Assembly at its 

third session (Torremolinos, Spain, September 1979), decided 
to ins琀椀tute World Tourism Day, commencing in the year 
1980, Uganda has gone through impressive transforma琀椀on 
since 1986 when the Na琀椀onal Resistance Movement (NRM) 
took over the country’s leadership. 

Uganda is highly ranked as a top tourist des琀椀na琀椀on due to 
her exhilara琀椀ng biodiversity, excellent weather and extensive 
cultural heritage and as such our tourism sector is considered 

to be one of the fastest growing in Africa. The sector has 
over the years registered remarkable growth. In fact, before 
the Covid-19 pandemic, it contributed 6.2% of the country’s 
Gross Domes琀椀c Product (GDP). Today, the sector employs 
over 600,000 Ugandans both directly and indirectly and it has 
the poten琀椀al to address some of the pressing challenges such 
as youth unemployment.  Peace, security and stability have 
been at the heart of this journey of transforma琀椀on of the 
tourism sector and the economy at large. This year’s theme 
(Tourism and Peace), therefore, resonates with the NRM 
government’s commitment to promote peace and stability as 
a key ingredient in crea琀椀ng sustainable development across all 
sectors including tourism.

As responsible ci琀椀zens of Uganda, we have a duty to play by 
crea琀椀ng and iden琀椀fying opportuni琀椀es within the sector that 
will transform lives.  I call upon the various sector players 

to promote domes琀椀c tourism, improve management and to 
target support where it is likely to yield the highest returns for 

economic bene昀椀t. This includes product diversi昀椀ca琀椀on, skills 
development and access to 昀椀nance, roo琀椀ng this right from 
private sector management and inclusion of the di昀昀erent 

players such as tour guides, tour operators, hospitality 
workers, marketers, among others.

The lessons we learnt from occurrences like Covid-19 taught 

us the need to rethink the compe琀椀琀椀veness and resilience 
models of the tourism industry. The   government of Uganda 

through the Ministry of Tourism, Wildlife and An琀椀qui琀椀es, 
Uganda Wildlife Authority (UWA), Uganda Wildlife Educa琀椀on 
Centre (UWEC), Cultural Ins琀椀tu琀椀ons like the Kingdom of 
Tooro and the private sector have partnered with United 

Na琀椀ons Development Program (UNDP) in an arrangement 
facility called Rapid Financing Facility (RFF) which is a USD 
2 Million Ini琀椀a琀椀ve to harness nature, culture and digital 
technology to s琀椀mulate recovery from economic shocks such 
as Covid-19. The ini琀椀a琀椀ve is aimed at rebuilding the tourism 
industry in partnership with the Government of Uganda by 
broadening community par琀椀cipa琀椀on in the tourism value 
chain and e昀昀ec琀椀vely harness the country’s rich natural and 
heritage sectors, while capitalizing on the digital economy.

Let us remember that Uganda’s tourism industry holds the 
key to increase job crea琀椀on, foreign exchange earnings, 
enhanced domes琀椀c revenue mobiliza琀椀on and service- led 
economic transforma琀椀on. So, to realize its full poten琀椀al, a 
mul琀椀dimensional peaceful economic approach is needed 
to bring together stakeholders and o昀昀er targeted support 
towards achieving our goals.

I wish you all a happy and peaceful Interna琀椀onal Tourism Day, 
2024. Asante sana.

For God and My Country 

Maj. (Rtd.) Jessica Alupo R. E. (MP)
Vice President

WORLD TOURISM DAY 2024
TOURISM AND PEACET H EM E






































































































































































































































































































