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AND ANTIQUITIES

THE REPUBLIC OF UGANDA

HAPPY INTERNATIONAL TOURISM DAY 2024

Tourism and Peace

The Board of Directors, Management and STAFF OF MINISTRY OF TOURISM,
WILDLIFE, and Antiquities join with the rest of the World to celebrate the
International Tourism Day 2024.

We remain committed to developing and promoting Tourism, Wildlife and
Cultural heritage resources for enhancement of Uganda as a preferred tourist
destination, with accelerated sector contribution to the National Economy.
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. . Hon. Col. (Rtd) Tom R. Butime,  Hon. Martin Mugarra Bahinduka, Mrs. Doreen Katusiime,
H.E. Gen. Yoweri Kaguta Museveni, Minister of Tourism Wildlife & Minister of State Ministry of Permanent Secretary Ministry of
Antiquities Tourism Wildlife & Antiquities Tourism Wildlife & Antiquities

President of Uganda
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In
recent years
(post Covid-19),
the Tourism Sector
has experienced
significant growth with
a remarkable over 25%
increase in tourism
arrivals by the first
half of 2024

ganda is a landlocked population as a result of strong ., o®
country geographically conservation measures and ®®ceccccc®’
located along the Equator initiatives among others.
in the East African region Uga_ndans to conserve and protect thg _
with a population of This year's World Tourism Day theme gnwronment, promote peace ?“d stability,
approximately 45 people. The Pearl of Tourism and Peace’ resonates well invest and develop the attractions and
Africa as first described by Sir Winston with the core principals of the NRM make Uganda the preferred tourist
Churchill due to its natural stunning Government led by H. E Gen. Yoweri destination. Our individual contribution
beauty, is highly ranked among the top Kaguta Museveni, President of the is what we need to propel significant
world tourism destinations. Uganda's Republic of Uganda. Since his first transform in the lives of our people as
beauty is seen from the multiple hills & inauguration in 1986, the President has well as attaining Uganda’s Vision-2040
valleys, mountains, forests, lakes, rivers, been the chief ambassador for peace _Of transforming Uganda into a middle-
waterfalls, vast savannah grasslands, a in Uganda and the East African region. income country.
wide range of biodiversity coupled with a Therefore, a great deal of the success in ) }
diverse Cultural heritage and hospitable this sector is attributed to his steadfast I would like to wish all Ugandans a happy
people. leadership which was once again exhibited = YVorld Tourism Day 2024 and may we all
in the way he managed the Convid-19 be Peace ambassadors, a key mgred@nt
In recent years (post Covid-19), the pandemic. necessary for the growth of the Tourism
Tourism Sector has experienced significant Sector.
growth with a remarkable over 25% Tourism is now a very fast growing
increase in tourism arrivals by the first and prioritized sector of the economy
half of 2024. The growth is attributed contributing over Usd1.6bn to foreign
to a number of contributing factors exchange earnings, employment and : .
such as investment in tourist attractions livelihoods for Ugandans. The Ministry of Doreen S. Katusiime
& facilities, resurgence in wildlife Tourism, Wildlife and Antiquities urges all Permanent Secretary, Minister of
Tourism Wildlife and Antiquities

MINISTRY OF TOURISM WILDLIFE, AND ANTIQUITIES.
P.O Box 4241 Kampala, Rwenzori Towers 2nd floor, plot 6 Nakasero Road, Kampala uganda.
Telephone: +256200780400. ttwitter, @MTWAUganda Email:info@tourism.go.ug website:www.tourism.go.ug
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OFFICE OF THE VICE

PRESIDENT OF UGANDA

HER EXCELLENCY THE VICE PRESIDENT
ON INTERNATIONAL TOURISM DAY, 2024

WORLD TOURISM DAY 2024
TOURISM AND PEACE

salute all stakeholders in the tourism sector on this

year's International Tourism Day and thank them for their

invaluable contribution to the development of Uganda’s

tourism. Since the UN Tourism General Assembly at its
third session (Torremolinos, Spain, September 1979), decided
to institute World Tourism Day, commencing in the year
1980, Uganda has gone through impressive transformation
since 1986 when the National Resistance Movement (NRM)
took over the country’s leadership.

Uganda is highly ranked as a top tourist destination due to
her exhilarating biodiversity, excellent weather and extensive
cultural heritage and as such our tourism sector is considered
to be one of the fastest growing in Africa. The sector has
over the years registered remarkable growth. In fact, before
the Covid-19 pandemic, it contributed 6.2% of the country’s
Gross Domestic Product (GDP). Today, the sector employs
over 600,000 Ugandans both directly and indirectly and it has
the potential to address some of the pressing challenges such
as youth unemployment. Peace, security and stability have
been at the heart of this journey of transformation of the
tourism sector and the economy at large. This year’s theme
(Tourism and Peace), therefore, resonates with the NRM
government’s commitment to promote peace and stability as
a key ingredient in creating sustainable development across all
sectors including tourism.

As responsible citizens of Uganda, we have a duty to play by
creating and identifying opportunities within the sector that
will transform lives. | call upon the various sector players

to promote domestic tourism, improve management and to
target support where it is likely to yield the highest returns for
economic benefit. This includes product diversification, skills
development and access to finance, rooting this right from
private sector management and inclusion of the different

players such as tour guides, tour operators, hospitality
workers, marketers, among others.

The lessons we learnt from occurrences like Covid-19 taught
us the need to rethink the competitiveness and resilience
models of the tourism industry. The government of Uganda
through the Ministry of Tourism, Wildlife and Antiquities,
Uganda Wildlife Authority (UWA), Uganda Wildlife Education
Centre (UWEC), Cultural Institutions like the Kingdom of
Tooro and the private sector have partnered with United
Nations Development Program (UNDP) in an arrangement
facility called Rapid Financing Facility (RFF) which is a USD

2 Million Initiative to harness nature, culture and digital
technology to stimulate recovery from economic shocks such
as Covid-19. The initiative is aimed at rebuilding the tourism
industry in partnership with the Government of Uganda by
broadening community participation in the tourism value
chain and effectively harness the country’s rich natural and
heritage sectors, while capitalizing on the digital economy.

Let us remember that Uganda’s tourism industry holds the
key to increase job creation, foreign exchange earnings,
enhanced domestic revenue mobilization and service- led
economic transformation. So, to realize its full potential, a
multidimensional peaceful economic approach is needed
to bring together stakeholders and offer targeted support
towards achieving our goals.

I wish you all a happy and peaceful International Tourism Day,
2024. Asante sana.

For God and My Country

Maij. (Rtd.) Jessica Alupo R. E. (MP)
Vice President

New Office Block, Office of the President, Plot No. 9 — 11 Apollo Kaggwa Road, P.O. Box 7359, Kampala - Uganda

Tel: +256 (0) 414-347592 [ +256 (0) 414-236562. Email: info@vicepresident.go.ug. Web: www.vicepresident.go.ug.


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































